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World Leaders Comwe toTackle Eonomic Cisis

The leaders of the
Group d Twenty (G20)
hdd an inifal mesing
in Washingtn, D.C.,on
November 15 b aldress
seious Galenges o the
world eonomy and
financial makes. The
leaders issed a jont dedaration in which they aknomedged the failires that spued the
ecaomic ollapse and piiged to enhane @opeeation to resbre dobal gowth and ahieve
needel refoms in the varld's financial ssems."Our work will be guictd by a shaad bdief
that make principlesppen trade and inestnent regmesand dfectivey regulaid financial
markes bsk the dnamismjnnovation, and etrepreneurship that ae esseial for eco-
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Letter of Gngratulationsdm Fench Resident Molas &kozy
to Resident-elecafaick ama, sentdNember 5

Mr. Presidnt-elect,
[Handwritten:] Dear Brad,

TheAmerican pegle hae st dos@ you o presick wve ther desiny for the net
four yeas.

Pleasecaep my wamest ongratulations,both persaaly and o behalf of the
French pegole as a tole.Your stinning \ictory revaids aitdess ammitment to sev-
ing theAmerican pele.lt is also the omning athievament of an exceptonal campaig
whose blliance and hip tone damonstraied the vtality o American damocrecy o the
entire vworld, while kegoing then sgelbound.
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nomic gowth, employment, and pverty recLiction," the leders d the G20 asged.

Prior to the smmit, French Fresiant Nicolas 8rkozy haracteized the fators that lel
to the eanomic ciisis as "a sgm which has distarad itsdf from capitalism's most funela
mental \aluesyhich has btrayel the spitt of capitalism” and hastderth a plan éacfon
to oveihaul the inemational financial ssem (se sigcial elition sement).

During the smmit, the heds d stat and gvenment committed to five ©mmon prin-
ciples @r refom: stengthaning transpaency and emuntakility; enhancing soundegula
tion; promoting integity in financial makes; reinforcing inematonal @opeaton; and
reforming intemaional financial ingtutions,which indudes @ing a gea&r voice and ep-
resetation to eneging and @vdoping ountries.

The G20 lagers unanimousl ageead to mest again an April 30,2009;0 review the
implementation of these plicies @ the naibnal lesd. Fa more inbrmation ar to view the
entire cedaraton, pleaseisit: wwwambafane@-us.og.

In choosing pu, the American pegle hae dosa the path bchange,openness and
optimism.At a ime vhen the veorld is in brment and abuky, theAmerican egle —
true b the \alues that hee alvays teen at the ery ©re d America’s idntity — stong-
ly expresse ther faith in progress and in thetiure.

This messagfiom theAmerican egle esmaks vel beyand your borders.At a
time when we nust fae @ormous balenges dgeher, your dection raises immease
hope in Fane,Europe and kyond:the hgoe d an goen America,characteized by sot
idarity and sength, that will once agin lea the wa, with its patne's,throuch the
powe of its exkample and thedtaerence b its ginciples.

Frane and Hrope,which hae alvass kee bound b the United Stags though
therr ties @ hisory, values and fendship will thus ke eeegized to work with America
to preseve peae and posyerity in the verld. Rest assed that yu mgy ount on Fane
and o my persaal sipport.

France Cheers the Anen Residential Ections

The dectoral campaig for the 44th pesiant of the Lhited Stags esmated aound the verld
and paticulaty in Fane. More than 200aas afer estalishing an dibnce with the US.
base on shaed principles and@mmon resped for democrecy Frane emainel alongsice
Americans indllowing the US pesidntial dections that onduded an November 4.

Fram the méropolisesd the ountrysiceseveats were aganizd throughout 'hexagone
to manitor the dection resilts. In the sothwest dFranethe ulouse Bsiness &ocol host
a "Eletion Night Fesivities." @& 900 Fench andAmericans gtheeed from dusk untl
dawn in the spitt of French-American fiiendship b debate the pssilte oucomes 6the dec-
tion. Drawing togeher sudents,faculty,and menbers d the melia and lbisiness@nmu-
nities fom across the glitical sectium, the aknight edtravaganza based roundtaldes and
lectures,country line dancingrodk music,a bwnhal meeting with the paticipaion of
Democrats & RpublicansAbroad,and een a mak \ote. In ddition,theAmerican @nall,
represetatves fom the Dulouse-AlantaAssaiaion (Atlanta,GA,is Toulouse's sistcity),
and menbers d the Fench-American Giamber of Commerce atended, interacing with
guests andrpviding insidnt into French-US dations.

Waiching Ive ©veiag d devdopments in the lection on the by scea into the edy
hours d the maning, the Tulouse evders did not eceie the nes that MrObama hd
won untl 5 am.Theo Bewad, sudent aordinator of the "Eletion Night Fesivities,"
remarked that althouh most ¢ the ongregation was Fench, they al fdt American.The
French-American camadeie was palpdias sidents and audiece menbers enbraced
the esllts."The synbolism d this e/ent demonstraies an indied support to the nev prest
dent of the Uhited Staes," Bewaid ommented,adding that "geryane in Fane caes @ély
alout these lections.”

Like mary othe towns thioughout Frane,the Gty o Light alsodok pat in the nidnt of
transatlarit friendship Entrusiasm undlated throughout the Gnéajua, a sgdacular
verue that ombines an auditium and agaiium at the Tocadéio, whee a seaf political

aficionados @theed for the "Anerican Eletion
Night," arganizd by Republicans & [@mocrats
Abroal. Thousandsipemle assabled in front
of 10 gant TVs tansmitingen dire¢the dection
resiits overel by CNN,FOX News,and othe
intemational melia. Interest in thelections put
satd as far asdis's tubs, as theYoung
Democrats and BhuhlicansAbroad hosed a hip
iréeat "Le Rilais Miillot," atracing 1,000 po-
ple b the dixdheque In adition mary
arrondisements townhals wdcomed pele b
wath the dection togeher.

The &slvities dNovember 4 and thedllow-

INSIDE

2 Current Events
Anti-Piracy

3 France & America
Minneapolis Returns
Stolen Art to France

4 In-Depth
French Christmas Carols

5 Business & Tech

Artificial Heart
ing maning were the culminabn of months d .
antcipafon in Fan@. In @njundion with 6 SOCIe_ty )
Ralio Fane htematonale,tdevision staions Alzheimer' s: a Disease of
TV5 Monde and FRNCE 24 mbiized mary 1€ Past
of its editorial and ednical eamsa guaeniee 7 Cultur e

exhausive ovelage d the US lections br 120
oountries Paris eatlies gen paid hanage b the
American candidats @ thar menus: the
Concorde La Bydte hod offerel cmmpeing
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tails inspied by the seabors.

Chocolate Trade Show

8 Europe in America
France Magazine: the
Perfect Holiday Gift

_.

REPUBLIGUE FRANCAISE
AMBASSADE DE FRNCE
AUX ETATS-UNIS




FRaNCEHELPSANA SECUREPEACE
IN AFGHANISTAN

French OMLTS patr ol the south of
Kabul with a brigade of ANA.

The Fench military has been train

ing Afghan National Army (ANA)
troops since August 18 in Uruzgan,
a province in central Afghanistan. As
part of the International Security
Assistance Fare's Operational
Mentor and Liaison €&am (OMLD),
approximately 60 members of the
French Marine Corps and the Fench

Foreign Legion ae instructing ANA
soldiers in weapon drills, mine
detection, medical techniques, sig
nal training, and daily life duties.
According to Lt. Col. Eric Berthiaux,
Fench OMIT commanding oficer,

the end goal is to train "Afghan sok

diers to be self-suficient in opera-

tions and to help improve the secu

rity of [the] region."

For six months, Fench military per
sonnel ae embedding themselves
in all levels of ANA command: fom
battalions and brigades to garrisons
and headquarters. Besides daily
training workshops, Fench soldiers
also live with ANA members and
accompany them on combat mis
sions, working together to patrol
the territory and maintain peace. A
combination of close quarters and
shated experience has led to mutu
al appreciation and an enduring
relationship between the two
armies, maximizing the mentoring
effect. Maj. Piere André Poutout, a
French Foeign Legion doctor who
has been teaching medical tech
niques to some of the ANA medics,
noted that ANA members "are very
interested in our country and lan
guage. [...] It is very inteesting to
work with them."

To leam more information about
the French involvement in
Afghanistan, please efer to NFF
08.05 and visit the following Web
sites: www .ambafrance-us.org and
www .defense.gouvir.
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Current Events

France Bearheads EU Antiiacy Mssion

The Biropean Wion dfficially launde its first naval seurity
opertion on November 10 b @mbat pircy df the mast &
Sanalia and Wl send a flet
of warships 6 the egon as
ealy as this math.

The missia, "Operaton
Atalanta," eceived the sip-
port of Europe's afense
ministers afer discussios
in Brussés, formalizing
an ageeament made in
Deauville, France, lastOdober."This geration is poof that a
Europe d defense is stéing o tale shap,” Fench Defense
Minister Hervé Morin indicaied at a pess anferace afer the
plan was finalid.

Three EU figates,supplemented by sipply vessls and sr-
vdllane aicraft, will reinforce a six-bat NATO ani-pirecy flest
that mdoilized in Odober. The missia's dyjectives ae threebld:
to acanpary the most uineralle Biropean ailian ships in the
areato esort World Food Rogramme essts,and b maintain
aurvallane d fishing gounds specificaly aound the 8ydidles.

The Gulf of Aden and $malia's oastal watrs hae ecatly
becane a lbeeding gound for maiitime hjadkings;piracy in the
regon has mee than @ubled sin@ last garand d 80 attaks,30
have e sucessfulTwele shipsemain missing and nre than

French marines inter cepted numer ous crews of pirates last month
while escorting commer cial ships across the Gulf of Aden.

200 ersans hae keen kidnaped, including naionals fom
Fran@ and otheEU stats.The pilates’ dveise ange d targes
has intuded carg shipsfish-
ing \essis,and cuise loats.

Frane has ben amag
the most ative stags in
estalishing an amed pres
ence and oordinating an
intemational respnse
aqainst the piates.The first
World Food Programme
esorts were seured afer Presidnt Sarkozy poposel the icca
— dubbed "Operation Alcyon" — to the ®curity Council in
late 20070n dine 2the UN Scurity Council passe a eso
lution (SCR 1816)rafted by Frane and the U5.that alows
foreign wasships b cmbat pirate \essks in ®mali waers in
accodane@ wth the onsent of the ®mali transitonal gv-
emment. Frane and 19 @sponsas unanimoust alopted a
seond Scurity Council resolition on Odobe 7, preparing
the enewal d SCR 1816 and discussingjidtics br the
European naal goeration.

The Fench navy has seed ove two dozen of the cimi-
nals diring raids o free capured boats and hostag,and its
amed esorts hae hdped seure the s& passagd 160,000
tons d food aid sine 2007.

Barcelona Mimed the &at of the Wion for the Mediterranean

French Foregn Minister Benard Koudhner, along with Ahmed
Aboul Ghét, the Eyypian miniser of Foragn Affairs, chaired
the "Barcdona RocesstUnion for the Mediterranean minisg-
rial onference last math in Marselle. All participaing 43
countries ageed on a @vemane kody healed by a jont sec-
retariat that wil institute a shaad, balaned, and lashg syle d
coopeation aound the MuditerraneanThey also vted to male
Barcdona the seatfaghe Lhion. In adition to ntributing

France Announcesidrease in

Despit the ¢pbal financial dsis,Frane dmonstrated its
commitment to intemational defense in la¢ Odobe when
the govemment proposal a hudgetary hill increasing miki
tary spending by an aerage d $1.8 lillion a year

The toost in funds & the amed forces is par of
Frane's &orts © maintain a smér but wel-equipped
armed forces.The defense planning M is expectel to pass
through the Fench patiament as is.

With 36,000 Fench troops curently deployed overseas,
Frane's militay has lkeen detemined to mnduct and ©n-
tinue its ativist policies in toubled regons aound the
globe.In recant yeas,forces hae keen dispathed to Haiti,
Lebanm, Cote d'vaire, and Afghanistan.French Presidnt
Nicolas @rkozy poposel on Odobe 29 that the mebers
of the Buropean Uhion sed troops © Democratic Republic
of the Gngo to support United Nations peaekeepes.

Although a sliggish e&onomy has ld sane b expect
budgetary cutbacks,French Defense Mnister Hervé Morin
said that this mee uncersores the &lue that the cuntry

peae, stallity, and devéopment in the legon, the Lhion will
conoentrate @ six inifatives:depolluting the Mediterranean,
enacting a solar plarenforcing cvilian protecton, encouragng
highe educaton, and efoming transprt as vel as lisiness
devdopment. This mesting represated a stp toward the sic-
cessful ompletion of a pogram that Fench Presidnt Nicolas
Sarkozy initiated in dly at the Bris Simmit. Far more infor-
mation, pleaseurn to the spcial @lition setion.

Mitary $ending

© Photo Elysée - L. Belvennec

Increases in military spending benefit defense
innovations and maintain well-equipped armed for

places m intemational staldity.

"In spie d the ciisis,we will not touch defense funds,"
Morin said."Frane wantsd maintain a sbng foreign pol-
icy. Far its wice D be head, it must ke a cedible military
power"

He alded, though, that if need be,the military would be
willing to push bek the targt date for the funds.

ces.



France & America

Minneapolis Btums $olen Riinting to Heirs of Fench At Collector

The Mnnealis Ihsitute d Arts (MIA) recatly returned a $2.8 miibn
paintng © the etsendants @ French att collector Alphonse Kann. After
more than a ebade d invesigation, reseathe's at the MIA dtemined that
a 1911 wrk by Fench painer Femand Légr,"Snoke Ova Rooftops,” was
sblen from Kann's ollection.

Kann lét Frane br London during World War Il to escap the Nzis,
who sézed his etensive ollection of 19th- and 20th-etury masempieces
that he was ner alde © reassmble.In the 195083noke Ova Roaftops”
resirfaced in a Naw York audion house \Wwere it was bught by a
Minneaplis usinessman and étequeathe to the MIA in 1961.

Respnding b a l¢ter daiming that the wrk bdonged to Kann's famy,

Femand Léger's "Smoke Over Rooftops" (1911) was
retur ned to the descendants of a Fr ench art collector .

the MIA spent a decade sauatinizing Nazi-ea dbcuments and aution house

recods."Snoke Ove Rooftops” wasidginally pat of a sees d six painings
basd o the same time,which made estalishing the heeditary link difficult. After returning the pized masempiece b Kann's famiy,
MIA Directa Kaywin Fldman stagd, "While we and the NMhneamlis @mmunity will miss hging this mastrwolk in our city, we ldieve
it is important 1o return the paining o the esendants dits rightful owne. Having reseathed this b the @d d the 1oad, we dicided to

return the paining;it was theight thing o do."

Boston Rmains @en Bespite the @comingWinter

In New Endand the Fench Rresidncy d the European Whion has
taken a didedly geen tone,correspnding © ane d the priorities
on the Fench agnda. European ©mmissime for the
Environment Starros Omas vsited Bosbn in Odober. h addition
to mnferaces at trvard and Tfts Lhiversiieshe méat the Stat
House vith Massehusets legislabrs and dill saciety repeseta-
tives ivolved in the passingf the stat's ecat "green hills."A rep-
resetative d the lacal Fench mnaulate also peseted the EU's
policies in the figt against imate diange b the Massehusdts
Climate Action Network, the legon's leaing goup d envron-
mentally @mmitted citizens.

The Fench Residncy in New Endand is also shap by the
sfrong pesace d highe leaning insttutions in the egon. At the
Presidncy's initative,the EU onauls gneal base in Bosbn have
visited mary ollegesuniversiies,and ommunity ®lleges in the Yie
staes ®New Endand as parof a "@nauls' sgeaking éur.” Raising
avaeness ait the fundioning and ole d the Eiropean Wion

The EU consuls of New England visited Stonehill College.
seurity maters,enagy policy, foragn policy, and agiculture.

More than eer,these iniatives hee inceasd transatlarit
dialogue and should s as the basigr fongoing @nvesaions
bawean Fane and Nw Endand afer Fran@'s pesidgncy
expires. Fa more inbrmaion on Bosbn's pogram d eveits
throughout the Fench Rresidncy d the E.U pleaseurn to the

in the vorld, they hare also fieled quesions o topics as derse as  special @lition setion.

DC-Area Childen Bing La ontaines Fables to Life

On Decenber 9, the Alliane
Frangaise itwWashingbn, D.C.,
hosed a podudion fitled "12
Fades ded Fontaing' alowing
underprivileged dhildren of the
Anne Bijjon Edicaional
Initiative (ABEI) 6 plyy the
roles éthe animals in the tales
of French fahulist and jpet an
de La Bntaine. Directel by
Gaevieve Bune Snith and in
coopegtion with the Hstrio
French Theagr,the ply is an iniative b dfer these gung eqle in
the DC aea a tarigle onnection with the Fench languag,culture,
and wg d life.

La Fontaine,one d the most videly real French pods d the
17th entury, is remembered by Fench andAmericans alile br

Rl i
La Fontaine’s poems

featur e colorful

descriptions of animals.

his oncisewitty poems and olorful desciptions d animalsHis
fadesreal universaly, wee first published in 1668 as a sioiume
llection titled 'Faldes koisies

Founded in 2002 in hoor of Anne Rijon, wife d former French
Ambassdor Francas Bijon de IEstangABEI is anxgressio of the
Allianee Fancaise eMashingbn's eaduring dedicafon to the Ileal
canmunity. The Alliance Fangaise-smsaed aganizaion works
with almost 300 thét, fourth, and fifth gades in six hig-nesd pub>
lic séools in DC.,seding nalve Fench-speaking éathe's b them
eah week.

The Hstrio Theagr,estalishal 20 yas ag by a goup d teach-
ers fom the lycée Rchamteau,a Fench intemational sbool in
BehesdaMD, reweals the wrld of French mmedy and fantasy
Geaevieve Bune Snith, who became Hktrio's atistic directa in
1993, cantinues ¢ introduce Fench plays and plaarights © the
Washingbn audieice. Fa more inbrmaton, please isit:
wwwhistiotheatr.com.

TRAVEL PROCEDURE EASESFRENCH
ENTRY INTO UNITED STATES

Early next yearFench visitors to the
United States will enjoy a stamlined
documentation process. Starting in
January 2009, EU citizens may apply
for entry to the U.S. thiough the
Electonic  System for Tavel
Authorization (ESA), a free Intenet
application that can be submitted at
least three days prior to departue.
The new pocedure aims to facilitate
the application process for visas befer
traveling, rather than having visitors
experience complications upon their
arrival. Administeed by the United
States Department of Homeland
Securitythe new measue is an exten
sion of the isa Waiver Pogram, and
as such, it applies to all adults and
children of the 27 Euopean Union
member states. The ESTmay be
used for multiple entries into the
U.S. and is valid for up to two years
or until the traveler's passport
expires. The pocedure replaces the
current 1-94W form, completed by
visitors to the U.S. while in transit. The
ESA, which is an equally rigoous
review of an applicant's biographical
and eligibility information, allows US
Customs and Boder Pptection to
notify travelers of entry poblems
prior to departure.

ENTRAIDE FRANCAISE
STRENGTHENS PRESENCE
IN THE NORTHEAST

The not-for-profit organization
Entraide  Francaise  ("fench
Support") is launching an awae-
ness campaign in New ¥rk, New
Jerseyand Connecticut to incease
the visibility of its services to the fran
cophone community Founded in
1961 to provide legal, medical, and
financial assistance to ench expatr
ates aboad, Entraide Francaise is a
New York-area group designated as
a "charitable organization" by the
Fench Ministry of Foeign Affairs.
The network fumishes fully confiden
tial counseling services for the elder
ly, sick, imprisoned, and those who
feel isolated. Monetary support is
available for Fench nationals strug
gling to pay bills for basic needs,
and aid is made available for tourists
victimized by theft, assault, or sue
den illness. The ecently bolsteed
New York Entraide Francaise team
draws on the skills of bankers, lawyers,
and doctors to lesolve sensitive situa
tions for Fench nationals aboad. For
more information, please visit:

www .entraidefrancaisenyc.com
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In Depth

French Chistmas @rols $rike a Hstorncal Chod

As winter davns and the holidaseaso approades pemle aound the
world partake in the enturies-old tadition of singng Christmas caols.
Although its aigins mg be ®©igious,the Christmas caol has lecane as
much a epresatation of the holidyg spiit as it is a sybol of faith.
Broacdtast bday over the radio, throughout department stores and at sial
gatheings,Christmas caols can b tracel back to 15th-entury France.

Origins of Chrstmas @rols

Camling is a pacice that taces its
roots © the intoduction of
Christianity in Fan@.Sag and dane
featued prominently in the Winter
Solsiice Fesival,a pagn holidy ce-
brated in Decenber. Sane teieve that
vesiges @ this holiday remained afer
Christianity became the dminant
religion; mary stolars een posulate
that the 6lk pracice d worshigping
the evagreen tree during the Winter
Solsiice Fesival ould have infuenced
the ontemporary tradition of the

Christmas tee.
A 14th-century medieval fr esco Carols male thér first ormal
depicting a car oling tr oupe. appeaan@ in 15th-entury Fench

liturgical damasLike bday's caols,the sibjects d these pdudions vere not
strictly rdigious;same were base on hisorical eents like the fdlof Troy. French

writers and piests tansbrmed the liurgical diama inb a gand affairwith near

ly 500 prformers involved in productions cded mysteeshat ould last nedy 40
days.Backe by a tiorus singng hymns vihose miedies vould eventualy becane
the basisar contemporary caols,lavishly dressd actors would tale © the stag
and kcite up b 4,000 ersesOne d the most debrated productions the16th-en-
tury 'Mystees de ladfvité," was witten by Margueite,Quen of Navarre,and is
sill performed to this dg.

Liturgical diamas itansitoned into holiday music diring the Mddle Ages as
Christmas éslvals inceasinty incorporated caolers.A leal singr and nusicians
would perform as daners héd hands and meed rhythmicaly in a cide. Sane
stolars tHieve that the wrd "caol" is cerived from the old Fench noun "caole,”
which ariginates fom the anciet Greek "horea," aytpe d circular dane. Today's
Christmas cauls ae dten basd on the dord stuctures é these sags that dag
back to the 15th entury. Medieval caoling involved bands bmusicians gng
from door-to-door singng popular smgs,for which they were iewarded with gifts
or money. In the Uhited Stags,caoles cary m this tadition by travding
throughout neghborhoods lringing holidgy deer from house-b-housesingng
mdodies — seeral d which have Fench arigins — sonetimes in &cange br
cookies and othregoodies Smilarly, dharities sich as the &vation Army perform
Christmas cauls b raise funds and sgadl goodwill.

Camling a la francaise

"O Holy Night," one d the most ppular Christmas cauls in the Wited Stagsjs
an alaptation of a 19th-entury Fench poem and méody. French ecedemic and
wine mechant Plaide Gypeau wasammissioed in 1847 & write a jpem for
his Iccal paish in Foquemaure,a \llage seerl miles noth of Avignon. He po-
ducad "Minuit, Chrétens" known in Endish as "O Idly Night." Cappeau peset-
el his vork to olleagueAdolphe Adam,a pular Fench mmpose of his ime,
who then composel the nusic br the pem. First played at midnidit mass o
Christmas ke in Pogquemaure,it became an instantuscessand it holds the
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Caroling in the Fench Atilles

In Martinique, a sin-baled overseasdémrtement of

Frane (se NFF 07.12fhe holidy seaso combines

French tradition with island culire and legns in lae

November with "Fesival de Cartjues de 0T (Fesival

of Christmas Hmns). The @ebration stats in &int-

Jseh with the ciy's 120-prsan choir accanpanied by

othe lealing ensenbles fom towns &ross the island.

Sonetimes nusicians @nterpre cusbmary Fench car

ols ly infusing sté kettle drums,old-fashimed violins

and @codions wth Afro-Caribbean Ileats baracterstic

of Biguine— a nusic syle aiginating from Martinique ng‘v?ﬁefrp?g‘eﬁhﬁp?re‘;‘gp
that @mbines ag-old islanddlk sags vith the thythm Christmas cheer

. thr ough song at one
of European plka nusic. of the Martinique’ s
On Christmas dg, sang is inorporated into a vide Festivals.

rang d activities,from religious sevices b sted paitties.Following Christmas Ee's
feastle réwdllon, and Mdnight Masssame ildren go housed house o Decenber
25 exchangng a caol for a sved treat lile a slie d a Geole-spied Blde de Nél(ses
NFF 07.13)The emainder of the dg is spnt amang friends and famyl.

digtinction of being the fiist caol to be plyed live an a Gristmas edio broadcast in the
U.S.when it was aied on Decenber 24,1906from Brantrodk, MA.
"Minuit, Chrétens' not aly reounts the siry o Christmas,but also elects the
author's gopositon to slarety and inpisice.As an adlent alolitionist, Cappeau's passio
for equality is eflected in the languag d the
poem's dired translaion from Fench: "The
redeener has Ioken every shakle/He ses a
brother where thee was nce aly a slee,
those vino hal been chained togeher by iron,
love nav unites." Bverl \arations d the
sag that peseve ablitionist undertones
siill exist oday.
Despie its Enligh lrics,the deery holr
day sag "Dng Dong Meriily an High" has
roots in 16th-entury Fan@.The mdody is a
derivation of a smg ftled 'Bransle I'Gficale”
part of a dane mamiscipt written by Fench
priest éhan Rkourot in 1588Despie his di-
gous bakground, Tabourot intended 'Bransle
['Offidalé' to be a seular @mpositon. Two
canturies lagr, Endish Bshgp Gerge
Carolers worldwide partake in the Woodword, drawing inspirtion from the
centuries-old tradition. chiming o church bels, canposel the Yrics
aung bday. Pehaps the most famoussian is witten by Irish @mpose CharlesWood,
who hamonized the melieval une.

Wildly popular amang diildren ecross Fane is Le Rt Papa Noé€l" a sag descib-
ing Christmas Ee. The sog gens with a desciption of the ©ld, silent, but beadiful
night. In the Efrain,a dild addresses RéiNbél (Zainta daus) lefore faling aslep,asking
him to kring toys andd remember to fill his sbdking. The diild advises P& Noél b dress
wamly, ending his apeal ly aplogizing or making him ome ou in the old ("Outside
you will be @ld/It's patly my fault”). The est @ the smg paints a ptare d Pee Noél's
nocturnal joumey,and in the ad, the dild acknonmedges that "I wasn'tabys \ery good,
but | ask ypur forgiveness.Written by Raymond Vincy for the film 'Desin," the yrics vere
se to a méody by FFench musician Hnri Martinet. The caol became an instant hit in the
French-speaking verld upon its €ease in 1946hee hae een mary interpreations d
" Le Pat Papa Noét by numerous atists thoughout the fran@phone vorld, but the aig-
inal,sung by actor and singr Tino Rossiyemains the mostgpular \ersian.

To explore and listn to Fench Christmas caols Yoursdf, please igit:

http://bmarcore.dub.fr/noel/ind ex.html.
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Milestones in therEnch Pesidency of the Counclil of the E.U.

This dily, Flane assmed the six-math rotaing presidncy d the Quncil d the
European Wion. Far its half-year erure,Fran@ estalished four policy aeas prior-
ity: enegy and émate dangg;immigration; agiculture anddod satty;and seurity.
With the hdp of al 27 menber staes dthe E.U the Fench Rresiancy cevdoped inst-
tutions b male pogress o these is@s as iespnded to clises wridwide.

Building a Lhion for the Mediterranean

French Rresiant Nicolas
Sarkozyin his capaity o

Presiant of the @uncil

of the European Wion,

actel quickly © foser
new eanomic, eniron-

mental,seurity,and cul

tural fes leyand Eirope
in caling togeher the
Paiis Summit on dily

13. Building on the
Barcdona Rocessniti-

aied in 1995the inematonal onferance githered the leders d 43 ountriesrepre-
sating nealy 800 miion inhakitants fom the nathern and sothern Mediterranean.
The simmit gawe brth to a enforced regonal patnership the “Uhion for the
Mediterranean, dunded on ""a ommon amfition: to kuild togeher a future d peae,
democracy, prosgerity, and luman,scacial and cuttral understanding' as dfined in

the assably's jont dedaraton.

The heds d stae and gvenment preset, joined by repesetatives fom the
United Nations,Gulf Coopertion Council,League Arab StagsAfrican Lhion,and
financial ingtutions like the Hropean hvestent Bank,ageal an a umber of con-
cree pojeds D ke launbed as son as pssitte. Enironmental ©ncems eatued
prominently, as the leders pleiged to de-pollute the Mditerranean & and ivest in
altemaive @egies,as otdined in the Muditerranean 8ar PlanFuture dforts will
addressammon chalenges ach as wrld food seurity, non-proliferation, migration,
and the fipt agninst errorism.

The stucture d the nev Union for the Mediterranean bgan o tale shap in dily,
when member patties ageal to a o-presigncy — ame o-presiant from the E.U
anothe from a Maditerranean paner country — and a jiit seretariat. At a onfer-
ence hdd in Marsdlle an Novamber 3-4,the bragn minisiers fiom the 43 mber
staes finalied a cédaraion of govenan@ and egonal political dialgueand wted to
male Barcdona the seatfthe Eiro-Mediterranean panarship (se pag 2).

A New Immigration Blicy

President Sarkozy (second fr om right) pr esides
over the Paris Confer ence on July 13.

This smma, the Fench Rresidincy d the E.Uproposel a evsel European pea on
immigraton and asdym to the inetior ministers d the 27 mmber staesan initative
that prompted "unanimous aproval,” acoding © Brice Hortefeux, Franch miniser
of Immigraton, Integation, National dentity,and @-Devéopment. Officialy alopt-
ed by the Eropean @uncil in mid-Odoberthe ageenent cordinates plicies in fre
main aeasinlcuding:legal and llegal immigration; stengthening d border controls;
asyum; and ©-devdopment (se= NFF 08.09).

While the pet indudes a@mmitment to end nafonal amneggs ér mass om-
bers d illegal immigrants andd stengthen EU lorder controls vith new tedinology
like bometric visasif will also bstr a "Eirope d asyum™ by estalishing ty 2009 agp-
port office that vill fecilitate asym agplicaions and blser ties vith the Offie d the
UN High Commissioe for Refugees.Staes nust povide &essd resouces that
alow immigrants o fully integiaie inb ther host saigtiesjnduding languag instuc-
tion and eucaton in local lavs.Cancomitantly, the ageement provides ér the expuk
sion df illegal immigrants @ a caseyscase basis through hilateral reatesIn addi-
tion, in order to cieak a balareletwea migation and laal cevdopment, EU stags
will promote cevdopment in immigrants' ountries dorigin.

Upon the @option o the pat two manths ag, Jacges Burot, vice presidnt of
the European @mmissian for Jusfce,Freedon,and Scurity, explaine, "It is n@essay
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to have a Hrope that ispf courseopen, but also a &rope with rules éthe amea Eirope
which remains a landf@syum, but which does that in a hanonized manne— generous lut
also vel organizd.”

Peace Btween &orgia and Bssia

After hostiities lnoke ou beween Georgia and Rissia in edy August Presiant Sarkozy yo-
keral a ease-fie kewean the tvwo paties @ August 12The bllowing dg, he tavded to
Mosow o neptiate the éms br a peae plan \ith his Russian cuntempar, Dmitri
Medvedewlr. Sakozy joined by Residnt of the Eiropean @mmission bsé Birosq over-
sav the dafing d a six-mint plan © estalish an amisice in the @ucass andesole theén-
sians that spued the onfiict.

All of the peae ckal's povisions vere ageed upon by Russia and Gegia,which brought
an ed o al military goerations and dbwed acessd humanitaian aid in the egon.
Georgia's amed forcesas aandition of the @ase-fie,are b return to ther pemanaent bases,
and Russia's militay is b withdrawv to posiions acupied prior to the onfrontaton.
Intemational neptiation immediately @mmenced regarding the @manent statis d the
two pro-Russian geaatist territories,
South Osstia andAbkhaziaPresiant
Sarkozy onfirmed both Georgian and
Russian ommitment to these six
points with a seand visit to the egon
on Sptenber 8.

As an dditional sipulation dof the
plan,the European Whion became the
guaanior of the pinciple d non-use
of forae.On Odobe 1,more than 200
European oaiillian monitors  were
deployad in Gergia, coming from 22
of the 27 Mmber Staésfran@'s 46 miitors onsitute ae d the pincipal ontributions b
the missia. Intemational discussits vere launbed in Gareva o Odobe 15,with a bcus
first an seurity and stality in the edgon, then on the isges 6refugees and disptad persans.
These talks&e lesimed an Novamber 19 and vl continue a1 Decenber 17 and 18.

President Sarkozy , joined by Pr esident Barr 0so
(left), meets with Pr esident Medvedev on
September 8 to confirm the cease-fir e.

Action Amid Eonomic Cisis

Face with gobal bank failres and a mouintgy cedit crunch, the Fench presigncy undbr-
took proactive meagres ¢ resole the financial @is andeform the inematonal insttutions
respnsitle or the ollapse.

Presidnt Sarkozy dHiverel an adressa the french nafon on September 25 in Bulon
(se2 NFF 08.09¢mtextualizing the d@sis and otlining sgps b be talen. He descibed fore-
most that the@nomic shak was not a faite d capitalist pilosghy, but of "a sgiem which
has distarel itsdf from capitalism's most fundamial \aluesyvhich has btrayel the spit of
capitalism." Tie pesiant noted that capitalismaks not mean fad the pnde," ut wamed
that "ifwe wanté retuild a vialle financial ssem, raising the ml standais d financial cap
italism is a pority." The eealuaion of uch issies as tax kiens,shat séling, the \aluation of
assts at maket pricesand the spenision o rating agncies \ere piorities in Mr Sarkozy's
plan d acfon.

On Odobe 18,Presiant Sarkozy mé with US Pesiant GeorgeW. Bush and Resiant
Barroso at @mp Daid to discussappegtive salttions b the financial @lapse:This is a
worldwide cisis,and theefore,we nust find a wrldwide salttion,” stagd Srkozy "S from
Europe we hae ome b tel the geatAmerican naion that we wantd kuild a nev world, the
21st-entury world which we wanté kuild hand in hand ith you,but we dn't want b wase
time."

With the same siiiy Presidnts Sukozy and Bsh gtheed with the othe G20 leders br
a simmit in Washingbn, D.C.,on Novembe 15.The esilting cedaration solidified the
nafions' doligation to "recogiize the imprtane d mondary policy sipport, as @ened agpro-
priate b domesic @nditions ..[and 1] use fiscal meaes b stmulate cmesic demand b
rapid dfed, as apropriate,while maintaining a glicy famevork mnducive b fiscal gstain
allity" The G20epiesetatives alsoacogized the neessiy o "hdp eneaging and évéop-
ing e&momies gin &e@ssd finane in curent difficult financial onditions,induding thiough
liquidity fecilities and pogram sipport” (ses pag 1 ér more inbrmation).



French Pesidency of the Council of the E.U. in theitdd Sates

Throughout Franee, cultural and ducaional events &lebrated the oun-

try's asension to the pesicency d the Guncil o the Eiropean Uhion. As
the Effel Towea ceremoniously adorned the olors d the EU — iluminat-

ed in a Bue hue with emblematic EU @ld stas (se ®vea pag d special

edition) — its synbolic rays d light transended the Atlantic Oean and
shinal on a rumber of major American cites.From coast b aast,French

and American insitutions o©llaborated to organiz a seasoof informa

tional and cultral clebrations d the EU's diersity. As Fance's EU pest

dency diaws D a d¢ose,it looks bak at sone d the mary Eiropean eents

held throughout the US. For a list d events in your area,please it

www.ambafane-us.ag and dick on the“Consulates interactie map

Chicago

Confarences

A seies dconferances ok place at the diversity d Illinois flom Odobe 20-24 6 cl-
ebrate the 10th anweisay d the ollege's lHropean Wion Center. The eent launded
with a ioundtalle discussioon the fuure d the Eiropean Uhion. The dbak was k&
by Fench Ambassdor to the United Staés Pigre Vimont, who also diveral the

keynote aldressand induded seeral ©nsul gnerals é European enbassies and the

minister counsdor of the Delegation of the Eiropean @mmissian to the US.
Umbrdla Music fesival

A sbrm of music shoverel on Chicagp o
November 5 with the Umbrela Music Esival, a
fusion of Buropean §zz oncerts thioughout the
city. Beghning with "European dzz Meds
Chica@," the ésival ®ntinued with performanes
of jazz dists hailing fom @untries aross Hrope.
Plajing at the cif's Gaudia Gssigt Theadr that
evaing, the Grristian Webe Quartet, a nusical
group bom in Zurich, Switzelland, has oured
around the verld and paticipaied in a umber of
intemational esivals.Two trios,Austia’s Elisash
Hamik Group and Bland's Mkolaj Tzaska o,
also plged at the Whbrela Music fesival. Other
jazz pups epeseting Gemary, ltaly, and the
Netherlands jgrfomed throughot the nidht.

Massimo Pupillo of Italian
jazz band ZU plays guitar
at the Umbr ella Music
Festival in Chicago.

Washington, D.C.
Lectures @ EJI‘Q@

The Embassyf &ran@ hostd the "lectires @ Europe” sées,in which seeral
European dficials vere invited to the United Staes b explore the djectives da unk
fied Europe within the @ntext of Frane@'s pesidncy The sdes dferal a sholary
forum in which members d academia, think tanks and thenessand US gvern-
ment dfficials ould mme bgeher to discussantemporary issies faing Eirope.
In Sptenber, fomer French prime miniser Edouard Balledur and Fench
Senator Robett Badinter came ¢ the Residnece d Frane b spak in this
framework. Mr. Balledur discusse his
vision of a "Wesem union," a
strengthened patnership ketween the
European Uhion and the Wited
Staes."Europehas no ktter ally than
the Lhited Staes and ice \ersa," he
dedared. Two weeks lagr, Seator
Balinter descibed his tdief that the
creaton of a ®mmon Buropean us
tice sytem should e the E.Us net
step."The wind of necessiy cals for

Alain Lamassour e was the keynote
speaker during the October 30
Lecture on Europe.

this unificaton of European pstces," he said in hisclare.

On Odobe 30,EU Radiament member Alain Lamassour discusskthe E.Us
constructive meagres in the midstfanstitutional,diplomatic, and financial dses.
Despit reland's gection of the Lislon Treat, he hges that it Wl be ratified by
Jine 2009Mr. Lamassowe hidhlighted the E.Us ned for a balane between sdt
and had power,a plan that neessitags an inaase in efense spnding a the pat
of al EU menber staes. Seveal weeks lagr, former European @mmissioer
Antonio Vitorino discussé the halenges faing the EU andxlored the fuure d
EU-US dations.

The bllowing is aomprehensive list d participants in the "ectres o Europe" sees:

Speaker Position Date
Valéry Giscard d’Estaing Former President of France July 2
Edouard Balladur Former Prime Minister Septembef 9

Robert Badinter Former Minister, Senator of

Hauts de Seine

Septembef 24

Alain Lamassoure Former Minister, European Depufy October 30

Antonio Vitorino November 19

Former European Commissioner

The lecures @ Elirope seies poved to be \ery educatonal and ppular. In light
of its siccessthe Embassyfdrane's Pess Offie will continue the tadition of the
Lecures ly launding a similardrum. Loosdy referrel to as the "Klarama lecures,"
the later will continue D explore @ntemporary maters d interest sch as the mvi-
ronment, the sta¢ d the eonomy, seulaism, amag othe topics, through a
European las,as vel as vith a French vision. The brmer minister of Foregn Affairs
under Presidnt Mitterand,Hubert VVédiine, will kick off the Kalorama lecures sees
next year o Jaruary 8.

The Miitary Mission

EU ckfanse attehés and glitical @unséors mé with the cefanse dvisers br the 2008 st
dential candidatsSeators Barad Obama andahn McCain,on Sptember 15 at the Embassy
of Frane Afteiwaid, the cefense attehés miprivately with ther political ®unséors b discuss
French-American military rdations.

The Miitary Missian also hiel a seninar an Odobe 2 © discuss thesnforcenent of
European @fense.Special salers induded Brigadier General Antoine Geux, Chief of the
EU/NATO/UN division at the Fench Ministry o Defense Jacgdine Gapin,Founda and
Co-Chair d the Eropean hsitute's lvard o directos,and Leo Michd, senior reseah felow
at the US Hional Defense Wiversity. On Odobe 23 ,a pankdiscussio was hiel on the EU
defase and seirity patneship with Africa. On Decenbe 17 there will be a onferance ;m
the dobal assessmteof the French Rresidncy d the E.Uon defanse mattrs.

Fendh-AmericanYoung En@nesring Sciatists $mposum

In dly,the Embassyf &rane hostd the Fench-AmericanYoung En@heeling Sciatists
Symposum with the thene "Nanoedinology: The New Gengration." The thiee-dgy
evant focusel on three sessits: nanadectronics,medical and health ggficaions,and
saidal dimensins and impets. Preset were disinguishel keynote sealers sich as
Patrice Marche d the Fench National Insitute d Health and Mdical Reseah and
reseathe Stéhanie Laour, who trained at lyon's National Insitute d Applied Scieces.
Inviting 20 Fench andAmerican paticipants ér eah of the sessits,the synposum
offered reseathe's and sciists the ban@ to néwork and echange iceas \ith other
experts in ther fields.

Cultural Bvents

Supplementing the seedule d lectures anddrums,a tue @ebration of Europe ok place in
shle o Septenber 19 vith "BEuro Night: Close to the Stas™ at the Misa Francgaiseguring
which enbassiesfthe E.Ucame dgeher to shavcase thiecultures andreditional culinay
specialiesas vel as the hamony o the E.U

EU enbassies and autal insttutions inWashingbn, D.C.,also hosd the fist-ever Kids

continued on next page
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Euro Fesival, offeing mae
than 150 fe eents induding,
sboryteling, acrobaics, and
bubble-dowing. Intended for
audiences leween 6 and 12
yeas oldthe manth-long @l
ebrafon of European culire
ran fiom OdoberNovember.

A mime performs “Captain Pantho and
Parrot Mimo” at the Kids Eur o Festival.

Boston
European-Aneaican hnovation Day 2008

European-Anerican hnovatiion Day 2008 enterad around mathenatical kiology and
the curent devdopments d computational malds d cels and issiesFiftean speak
ers fiom the Lhited Staes and Brope pesated ongoing reseah on the use facom-
puter sciece,progamming thery,and ontrol theory in sgems hiology.

Organizd for several yeas ly the Fench Office br Scieae and &hnology in Bosbn,
the dg drawvs scietistsjndusty repiesetatives and ivesbrs in stat-d-the-art te¢cinolo-
ges.This yearEAID hidhlighted European eseath to romote Eiropean anddmerican
sciece andedinology and theallaloration between latorabries andampanies veiseas.

Public Forums

In the vider New Endand aeathe onsuls gneral d EU menbe staes hee keen
touring uniersity campuses sia&@ptember as parof a "@nauls' EU our' to
explain and discuss the Elittwsudents and the@neral public (se pag 3).

Visiting Massahusdts, one d staes at the
forefront of "green regulaion” in the US.EU
Commissioe for the Ewironment Staros
Dimas méwith lavmalers and &il sceigy rep-
resetatives at the Statbuse in Bson to shae
with them the E.Us eperience o passing and
implementing ~ ewironmental  legislaion.
Commissioe Dimas the aldressé Harvard
Univessity's Knnedy Stiool of Govemment on
the E.Us "amiiious evironmental agnda,”
which indudes a lghal eergy @nsumption redudion o 20 percent by 2020 amag
othe measresHe stesse the imprtane d the upcaming Lhited Nations Qimate
Change nferance D tale plae in @penhagn, Denmark,in laie 2009.

Presidnt of the Eiropean @mmissian bsé Mirud Baroso also diveral a
speet at Havard University an September 24 ttled "A Letter from Brussis D the Next
Presidnt of the Lhited Staes 6 America." Thee ae "two inescapde trends" in the
world today, Barroso saidgiobalizaion and the mergence d new powes. It is the
United Stags' and thelifopean Uhion's diity, he ontinued, to work togeher to sole
the poblems asstiaid with these dvdopments ty stengthening the eanomy, form-
ing nev patneshipsand fidhting seurity threats.'But in theseiimes & uncertainty,
the E.Uneads the Usand — es — the B neads the E.Unore than et he said.

Houston

EU Commissioner Stavr os
Dimas visits Boston.

SanAntonio's &nikos Rilladium thear lit up with the fifth anual Eiropean Film
Fesival in ®ptenber. The @nallates & Frane, Gamary, Greeg, Italy, Spain,and
Switzerland patered to spnsa the eent, which was @atd in 2004The fiee Esival,
which is unigie in its écus @ European maibn pidures shawvcasd 24 films fom
these sixauintries Of thesefour Frendh cinemaic produdtions vere dosa from the
best @e the past tw yeas:"Qui m'aime meus/g” directel by Bnoit Gohen, " cois
que ¢ laim¢" directel by Piere dlivet, "Ca brll¢' directel by Qaire $mon, and Le
denie desdus” directel by Lauent Achard. The Esival is gowing mare popular every
yearand this Sptenber,it expandd its thene fiom immigraion, the €anomy,and
family maters b also intude the as and ometdy.

The inifal nichts d the sival,the Lhiversity d Texas at &/Antonio (UTSA) host
e the fist UTSA Eropean Film ©nferance,which induded spealers like Iacal @tor

Craig Riney,and uniessity administraiors and feulty sgcializing in lierature and languag
The thiee leynote spebies dcusel an Alfred Hitchaodk's infuience an Spanish filnthe dang
ing role d the film citic,and the film diecto as ontemporary shaman.

New Oleans
New Oreans Film &sival

Now in its 19th garthe New Orleans Film €sival kidked df the seand week d Odober

across the ot Peseted by the Naw Orleans Film &idty, the week-lang event gves up-and-
caming and estdishal flmmalers the pportunity t premiere thér latest fuklength eatues,
shat fims, animaged films, as vel as nusic \deos.Along with African-American fims,
Louisiana fimsand saial inerest fimsgght ELiropean fliks vere shewn this earinduding

"Un baisz s'il vous fait” (directel by Emmarnid Mouret) and "Before | Forget” (directel by

Jacges Mlot), a omedy and a dema,resgectivelythat toth tale plae in Fane. The

Portuguese @ma "Godnight Irene" von the avaid for best narative Batue this gar

TheWorld Quitural Eonomic Forum (WCEF)

Mr. Renaud Donnedieu deValresformer ministe for EiropeanAffairs anddérmer minister of
Culture undr Presidnt Jacaques Qirec,ambassdor in charge d Cultural Affairs d the French
Presigncy d the Eiropean Wion, gae a
speeb at the pening sessio of WCEF o
the bpic d "EuropeanAgenda br Culture.”
The WCEF is dsiged to demonstaie
the \alue d culture inemaionaly and she
light on Louisiana's naltifacetel culural
indusries, while also imiting investment
opportunities and \ecoming naional and  in. de v abres (front center) visits New
intemational patners. Orleans with  Amb. Vimont (to his left).
This year's Brum, organizd in New Orleans fom Odobe 30 - November 1, provided
the goportunity 1o explore kest pacices andmgagad in ciitical ©@nvesatons br improving
Louisiana’s cultral emomies,growing culure and egandering ceealvity. In addition, by
convaing, patticipantswele altle © promote thér assts, expand makes and disaver
avemies 6 3I00ess.
During his ime in New OrleansiMir. Donnedlieu deValres alsodaresse 100 sidents d
foreign affais and Fench at Tilane Wiversity in New Orleans a the bpic d "Europe Dday:
Chalenges and @portunities” (se NFF 08.09).

Rencontres Malraux

TheWbrld Quitural Eonomic Forum hostd the Rnaontres Malraux at thered of Odober. A
discussin on the tialenges decanomic devéopment in the cultiral sihere,Rencontres Malraux
was eganizd by a paineship teween the French Ministry o Culture and @mmunicaion and
the @Mnallae Geeal d Frane in Naw OreansThe seinar invited Philippe Ghanigpie,an
expert on the french culiure's ecnomy, o preset "French Hetitage 8es as @tural Attracions”
and ®phie mblat Walhain,an athority an the gigins d Fran@'s athitectire,to preset
"Culture,Crealvity,and Stastics."Also peset were Robett Sngerman fiom the Fench Music
Export Office and Philipe Lorin, Directa of the Tander Jazz Estval. Renaontres Milraux was
namel afler André Malraux,a FFenchman pominent in politics and cultre.

New York

French andAmerican athors, musiciansartists,and sgalers camed New York Gty this
Odobe for the "l Kiffe NY" ésival,a nev exposiion adebrating Fench-American uban atis
tic and cultiral ahievaments thiouch a \ariety o events. TheArakic word kiffe which means
"to adore," was f8t usd in Fench cities ly youth from the siburbs and has siacspeal
throughout the ountry.

The Esival ran fiom Odobe 6-28 and was hesthy the @itural £nices dthe Fench
Embassy and AEE magzinea puliicaion that discussesjpular utban cultre in and
around New York.

Pleaseisit wwwirenchculture.ag for a list é past and fture cultiral e/ents hdd in New
York and apund the ountry.



Business and Technology

FrenchTeam Rmps New Life into Medicine with Atrficial Heat

In light of the thousands fopatients world-
wide avaiting heat transplants,French
reseatha's hae fusd tedinology from air-
planes and salites b produce a sta-d-
the-at artificial heat. Announced at a ners
conference in Ruris in Oc¢obe by marufac-
turer Cammat and tansplant sgcialistAlain
Campentier, the pototype eats b specific
demands plaed on the ody and ma be
realy for human use as dgras 2012.
Unlike peviously devedoped heats,the
French team's ésig adjusts o the ody's
need for blood. Tiny sesas — the same
type use by Airbus's paent corporation,

pumps distibute Hood to the Lings at a ari-
able pae, saisfying the lody's diferent
demand br oxygen during physical &ertion
and rest.The rsilt is a posthesis thatlosdy
mimics the natral agan: "If you shav the
graphs b a cadiac surgem, he wll sy it's a
human heat;," Carpentier staed.

The Fench modd is onstructed from naural
maternials, including plymers and bsyntheic
tissie.It weighs alout two poundstwice that d a
natural heat.

Due b the dmce's natiral malkeup, the
reseathers working an the poject predict no
camplicaions with rejection or dotting in rans
European Aercnautic Defense and Spe plant patents.While the mehanism vill initially
Compary (EADS),to qauge alttude and be male aailade for victims d massie hear
measire air pessire in aiplanes — ecoguize shifts in attacks and those ih dellitating heat failure,it may even-
pumping seel and pessre o the heat's wals. Two tualy resole less sus onditions.

France to Ceate a 8erignWealth Fund

French Presicent Nicolas @rkozy announed plans at theral of October to creake a sweregn wealth fund ér the oun-
try's majo companies.

Mr. Sarkozy's inention in creaing the fund isd support important Fench enterprises wose seurity muld be jeop-
ardized by an unstale eonomy. The fund bcuses n maintaining fims in the fieds d energy, automobile marufactur-
ing, aeospae,and ckefanse.

The poposeal fund will be managd by Fane's Gisse ds DépbtsteConsignations,a stag-ovned financial instu-
tion, but, the presidnt said,it will be "mae ative,more respnsive,more mdile." Residnt Sarkozy said that in @at
ing the fund he wantsd sé¢ an example that stat leaers should ta& a moe ative ole in industry.

Seveal othe countries hae alealy estabshed similar funds.The China Invesment Corporation and the
Govemment of Sngapore Investment Corporation ar swereégn wealth funds that managther economies' breign
exdang reseves.Temasek bldings is an imestment compary owvned by the @vemment of Sngapore. The Gowemment
Pension Fund o Norway was ceaed to hande the ountry's hudgetary surplus realting from ail reverues.The
Stahlization Fund of the Russian Edeation was split edier this year inb two funds — me is usé when oil and @qs
incomes fdl and the otheinvests in iskie high-return vehicles.These fie financial ingtutions ae pat of the Siper
Seve funds,the world's largest funds \ith asses over $100 filion.

"A better world will emerge from this cisis than the oe we hal before," Mr. Sarkozy said.

French surgeon Alain
Carpentier (right)
spearheaded the artificial

heart pr oject.

President &kozy Epands Fance's Baployment Qoportunities

French Presidnt Nicolas
Sarkozy announed in
Ocdoba measires b
boost enployment in
the ountry.

Mr. Sarkozy plans
to fund an dditional
100,000 gvemment-
subsidizd positions
in the pivate setor in
next year's idget. He
also uwéled plans o
implement lower
restictions br smal
and malium busi

boost employment by nesse_SOt use shd-

100,000 positions. term job ntrads,

devdop training pograms,and male it easiefor pegole ©
work on Sundays.

The ceaton of the sta¢-subsidizd jobs omes o top of
the aiginal 230,000 fivate husiness psitions that the pes
ident had plannel for 2009."It's less xpensive than haing
pegle unenployed indefinitely," Mr. Sarkozy said o
November 4 at a jb enter in northern Rethel.

The pesidnt also waned cmmpanies aginst unpstfied
layoffs that ould occur as agslt of the intemational finan
cial cisis.In adition, he saidthe measre is meantd om-
bat those empanies that & tying to tale alvantag d the
financial evironment to reduce enployment for reasos
that ae atualy not elated to the €éonomy.

"This is the thid stag in our dobal plan b respnd to
the ciisis that Fane,along with the rest d the world, is fac-
ing," Presicent Sarkozy said.The third stag is b mabilize in
favor of employment. It concems enployees diedly, esge-
cialy those o fed under threat in thér jobs."

The first two stags,announed the veek kefore,were a
bank escue pekage and seeral seps b pport smal
businesses.

France plans to launch
measures that would

TRAFFIC RADARSINSTALLED TO
CURB AUTO ACCIDENTS
To curb traffic acct
dents and fatalt
ties, Fench secur
ty officials ae
installing 500 new
radars in the first
timester of next
year The appara
tuses, which will be installed thoughout
12 Fench cities — including Parisybon,
Marseille, and dulouse — ae part of a
new system that will implement 500
new radars every year untl 2012,
accoding to Michéle Merli, France's del
egate of Road SecurityPlaced at inter
sections, the machines will use radar to
detect and photograph drivers who vie
late traffic laws, while other units
installed in busy city tunnels will work to
deter tailgaters by verifying the distance
between cars. Those found guilty of vie
lations face fines up to 135 euns and a
possible thee-year suspension of their
driver's license. "These radars will be
installed at the most accident-pone
intersections, and they will also be in€li
cated by signs," Merli said. Accaling to
Meri, it is difficult and complicated for
emergency vehicles and help to arrive in
tunnels, underlining the importance of
lowering the number of accidents thee.
According to France's Committee for
Road Safetythe introduction of radar
detectors in 2003 has helped save
11,000 Fench lives and pevent over
150,000 injuries.

NEw Law PROTECTS COPYRIGHTS
On November 3,
the Fench Senate
overwhelmingly
approved a po-
posed law that
would cut off
Intemet access to
Web surfers who
repeatedly down

load copyrighted media without paying.

Passed with a massiveass-party major

ity of 297 votes to 15, the legislation

requires two wamings to downloaders
of pirated music and movies befag their

Intemet access is suspended for one eal

endar year An example of "gradual

response” legislation, the bill is considl
ered an instructive altenative to repres
sive financial penalties and is awaiting
final approval in the parliamentary lower
house. Companies and other enterprs
es whee multiple computers have
access to one network a not affected
by the proposed law; instead, they
would be required to install firewalls to
prevent workers fiom illegal downloack
ing. This bill, ecognizing the Intenet's
integral position in contemporary socie
ty, is part of a curent debate in the

Euopean Union Parliament conceting

Intemet suspension as an @&ctive

deterrent to illegal activity

NEWS FROM FRANCE 5



France's Counsel of Orientation for
Employment (COE) launched a vast
Intemet consultation for high school stu
dents. The virtual forum povides infor
mation on various pofessions, including
educational equiements and salaries,
and allows students to decide on a voca
tion and curriculum best suited to their
interests, talents and competencies.
Unlike the American university system,
Fench students begin tailoring their stuel
ies to a specific caer choice at an early
age. High school is gead toward the
extensive university-admission examina
tion, le Baccalauréatwhich is divided
between three general focuses — scien
tific, economic and social, or literary (see
NFF 08.03). The new online tool is part of
larger eforms in the Fench education
system that ae aimed at guaranteeing
success in higher education and futer
jobs. Under these new initiatives, stu
dents will also have the opportunity to
meet with advisers for thee hours a
week as well as attend a week-long stu
dent-teacher caeer consultation during
the holiday bieak. In addition, application
to and enmlment in universities has
become a moe active pocess over the
last year Pospective students now send
adossier of coursework and a description
of their career choice. Universities will
then have the opportunity to request an
interview if a student's piofile does not
correspond with the intended path.
These incentives ara reaction to recent
polis run by the COE suggesting that 40
percent of students feel pessued into a
specific caeer and that nearly 70 pecent
of parents believe students needed mer
guidance when selecting a pfession.

FRENCH M ARKETPIACE GOESGLOBAL

The Intenational Market of Rungis (pie
tured above), situated just south of Paris,
is the largest wholesale market in the
world and serves 18 milion consumers
annually Opened in 1969, the market is
better described as a gastinomic city On
the 232-hectae premises, thee ae 12
pavilions, 30 estaurants, a cooking
school, 22 banks, and a hospital. This stic
cessful model is now being extended
abroad as the markets management
company Semmaris, exports its know-
how to developing projects in 16 coun
tries. In China, construction is arady
underway in Shanghai, Shenzhen, and
Beijing. Accoding to the Director of
Investments, ficent Isnad, Rungis does
not solely eplicate the pofitable original;
instead, it incorporates "fascinating cul
tural and psychological elements ... to
adapt to the context and to the whole-
saler who will use the pemise.”
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Society

Making Alzheimer's aiBease of theaBt

French Presidnt Nicolas
Sarkozy daborated on a plan
last maoth to mbat
Alzhemer's diseasethe most
common form of dementia
that overmhdmingly afeds the
dderly and can cause mery
loss,languag ®nfusion, and
ultimately faiure d bodily
functions. Ove the net five
yeas, $2.4 lilion will be alo-

caed for prevention and teat

ment of the disease aslvas
for cae and assistaad patents and the families.

Mr. Sarkozy will estalish a nev foundaion and ol the
intelectual resouces @ doctors, scietists, and leseahers
throughout the European Uion. "In a Bw yeas,patients' sif-
fering will be nothing lile that é today, and perhaps ve can
eralicae Alzhémer's albgeher," he saidThe plan also dal
for a nework of nursing hanes that \ill cae br the eisting
860,00AIzheémer's-afflided saiors in Fane.

New vaccination trials ae alealy underway in souh-
em Fane. American fhamaceuical ®@mpaniesWyeth
and Elan hee devdoped Bapineizumab — the fist
human reament that ats an the nevous sgtem. The \ac-
cine éiminates plage hiildup in the lvain which sane

France is taking pr oactive measur es to combat
Alzheimer’ s Disease.

sciatists lelieve can lea to

the destuction of neurons,
resllting in the loss focogni-

tive and funtional abhlities.
The diug was dtemined to be
saé in humans dring a 18-
month Phase 2ra&il that on-

cluded in 2007 This ekamina

tion also indicatd that the
treament prevents weight loss
of the train, a synptom com-

monly assoiated with pro-

gressie stags @ the diseasés
a result, 300 paients in Montpelier are curently pataking
in an inemational trial that indudes the Wited Staes.If it

successfuly prevents the @gaeration of cognitive capabb-

ities,the vacine ould be maketable within the net five
yeas.

"We remain driven by sci@ce and dcusel on paients
as ve work to bring this teatment to those o desperate-
ly need new options," staédd Bemard Poussot,Presidnt
and CEO 6Wyeth. The \acinaton could becane a ital
component of French health cag as the makip o the
population increasinty favors older citizens."This ilness is
a tallenge," Mr. Sarkozy stagd. "All govemments over the
next 30 yeass will be onfronted by it."

French Enbassy ldsts Dscussion on @line Hate $eech

The htemational Network Against G/bethate and theAnti-
Defamaton League @opemted to host a pess onference at
the Embassyfd-rane a1 November 17 egrding intema
tional solitions b the pevalence d hate set online. Part
of a two-day Gldbal Simmit on Intemet Hate in
Washingbn, D.C.,the press onferexce — "Fidpting Online
Hate: A Rublic-Private Rartnership" — gatued insidts by
US @nator Benjamin L. Cardin, Co-Chairman d the
Commission on Security and @opemtion in Hirope.
Dubbed the "Hesinki Commissia," the ongressioal body
facilitates vide-rangng ollaboration with Europe o for-
egn policy and seurity affais.

After opening remarks flom French Ambassdor to the
United Staés Piere Vimont, Seator Cardin outlined the
current dilemma. "The htemet has inceasinty becane a

FRENCH BLOGS

aspects of his new life across the pond,

platform for the puveyos d hate b increase theranks and
plan thér assaultswinnocent victims," the seator noted. "It

has inceasinty played a ole in dissminating the negative

views that dten seve as the qecursa's or violence, preju-

dice,and disciminatory behavior."

Discussias lagr in the simmit caled to atention the
potential of sacial néworking Web sieswhen atusel, to be
conduits for racist,ant-Semitic, and hanophobic messags.
Saator Cardin ommented, "If the diversity of the Intemet's
content and its acessillity is e d its geaest stengths,
then hae popaganda mg be ae d its geaest veaknesses.
| applaud al eforts o explore what mae we can b cing in
this ountry and aboad to address that wakness andesh
the speal of hate and @vdop action plans aginst al forms
of discimination."

authors, the blog covered the presiden -

ExamINE THE U.S.

Two blogs, New Y ork
Coste and Le Blog USA, relate the expe -
riences and perspectives of French writ -
ers living in the United States, in the tra
dition of Alexis de T ocqueville.

Philippe Coste has commented on
American politics and tracked the
course of this year's election since his
first journal entry to the New Y ork
Coste blog in November 2006. He ded -
icates a number of posts to novel

as demonstrated by the article
"Thanksgiving," which explores
European curiosity about the
American feast. W ritten in French,
articles include the author's photos
and invite visitors to comment and
share their own voices.

Le Blog USA, part of French news
company Europel, provides readers
with a daily update of the news sur -
rounding American politics a la
francaise. Written in French by seven

tial election in depth and featured pho -
tos from the campaign trail. Readers can
add commentary and access other areas
of the Europel W eb site for news
updates around the world.

For more information, please visit:
http://blogs.lexpress.fr/nycoste and
www .europel.fr/Entre-nous/blogs-
redaction/le-blog-usa-2008 .

News From France does not endorse
the content, views, and opinions of
authors expressed in these W eb sites.




Cultural Highlights

Annual Chocolatdrade &ow Offers Sveet Escape

Chic madés filed through the Prte ceVersailes fom Odobe 29 - November 2,sporting
the syles é renowned desigiers fiom ecross Hrope — and obed from heal to toe in
chooolate.Clothed in evenything from edible roses dicately inteflaced with white,milk, and
dak chooolate b heat-shaped Houses @afted entirely from bonbonghe ‘femmesiwodat’
were a dayf atracion at the 14ttSalon d Chodat. The anwial infemational rade shav
gatheed 400 ghibitions and 140hooolatiers this fdlto cebrate Eirope's dsessio with
COC@.

As the holidg seasoquickly agproatiescanfectonaires eminded guestsfahooolate's
populanity as a dectalle presaet. Mars, Inc.,exhibited a mouh-watering holidg/-themed
line d M&M candies thatdatue persmalizd messags and a e wlor, fuchsia.French
chooolatier Maisa du Chooolat dfered seren new \avieties dther famed truffles ér the hot

iday seasn including thooolate-banana andastd teshut- flavored candies.

Beymd the ocaa outure,sculgures d musde-bound figures moled out of the sveet
aubstane and innoatve displgs d "choco-therapy” tesified that,in Europe, chocolate is
more than an acasimal treat.

In fact, the ©®caa kean has tantatid the Fench palae sine its 17th-entury introduc-
tion to the ountry by Anne d Austria. Today, the Fench mnsume an gerage d 15 punds
of chooolate per persan anrualy. Last yarthe ountry produced over 360,000dns d it,

A “femme chocolat " parades down
the catwalk at the Salon sporting
attir e made of chocolate.

accoding b Fane's Goolate-Malers Lhion.
TheSalorundersored a tansbrmation in French tases as el. Spied cthoolate,intro-

duoad to the maket a decade ag with such ingredients astirmeric and Esgette dili pep-
per, renained a mpular twist a the taditional Hend. In addition, cheese- andwen cauliflaverflavored varieties mae an apear
ane.French onaume's hae also énandsd dake chooolate;recipes vith as nuch as 90 grcent cocoa were in \ogue this gar

Beaujolais Muweats Ariival UncoksWorldwide Celebration

At the stoke d midnight on the thid Thursda o November, over
120 french fesivals and bindreds mae apund the verld unveled
this year's Baujolais Muveau vine.

Beauijel, a bwn near lyon, hosted the 20th dition of its
Beaujolais Muveau éstval,drawing thousandsfacdebrants.
The stval's namel.es Sanenteles de 8ugu refes b the
barows d saments or grapevine ctitings that ae @remoni-
ously burned prior to the urveling of the nev wine.A pro-
cessio of parades caried sament torches b the ciyy enter,
where at the sbke d midnight, against the bekdrop of a
firewokks and lagdight shav,an achesta and MC pesat-
ed the leverge that ought fame b the egdon with the sle
gan, "Le Beauplais Nouveau est aivé" ("The Beaujolais
Nouveau has aived!").

Beaujolais Muveauwhich is paticulady noted for its fruity
bouauet and liditnessis poduced in the Baujolaisegon of east

em Fane and is
the most ppular
French vin de
primeur,  wine
that can ke sold in
the sameaar that
its gapes a& har
vestd. Neaty 50
million liters d
Beaujolais

The town of Beaujeu celebrates the Nouveau g po-
intoxicating arrival of this year' s vintage . duced anrualy,
half of which is

exported aiound the verld. Realy 1o be @nsumed just six ¢ aght
weeks afir the gape hawestjt arrives in the LSright before the
Christmas seaso

The Gty of Science iByhtens U the Gty of Light

The Eiropean @y d Sci@ce is an
anrual edinological exhibit host
al by Fan@'s Mnistry for Higher
Ecucaton and Rseath. In hanor
of the Fench Residncy d the
Council d the Eiropean Wion,
the ehibition hal of Paris's Gand
Palais was ransbrmed from
November 14-16 inb a ésival d
atievements and inneatons
from al EU Membe Staes.
Centerad an the thene "Scirce at the &hice d Satidty," 80 oj-
eds were stected from an inemational alicant ol of 250.
Tailored 10 al age rangesthis fun and ducatonal initiative bsered
an uncerstanding and gpeciaion o the impatt of sciece m
daily life and dwed the gneral public the goportunity to lean

An aerial view of the Eur opean City of Science
displays this year' s myriad innovative pr ojects.

alout the most ecait reseah, such as
"Metanis dthe Endion," a sculgure that
produces mad-chandng infrasmic music
when touched.

"Pdar Camp) gae \isitors the hane b
experience the majodis@veies mae in di-
mate and ahosphae as wl as aktmaive
soues 6r deane enagy. The Eiropean
airplane manfecturer Airbus also pesated
eo-dficient projects atualizd by European
partnershipsincuding plansdr geener air-
craft that wll reduce nase llution and fué consumption. In
addition, Airbus ewalel its Mllaboratve Engneeling at the
Senice d Aircraft projet, a pogram that vill ease fure inema
tional work by kreaking dwn languag and culiiral bariers in sci
entific reseath and ebvdopment.

Lee Miller (pictued above) was an
American woman of both beauty and
talent with careers as a fashion model,
muse, and photographer — as well as
embedded WWII corespondent. Until
January Parisian Art Museum Jeu de
Paume traces Miller's turbulent life
with 130 prints spanning her photog
raphy caeer, including her coverage of
the London Blitz, the Liberation of
Paris, and the concentration camps in
Buchenwald and Dachau. Miller's tal
ents wer discoveed after she
appeaed on the March 1927 cover of
"Vogue," quickly becoming one of the
most popular models in Manhattan.
Pursuing her inteest in photography
Miller later moved to Paris whee she
became the assistant to suealist artist
Man Ray eventually taking over his
fashion photography assignments and
developing her own distinct style. Her
stark contrasts wee especially
poignant during WWII, and she po-
duced unforgettable images for Life
Magazine and Condé Nast
Publications. While her war experi
ences made Miller a household name,
they allegedly had psychological conse
quences on herMiller withdrew from
society and spent the emaining years
of her life in solitude. She continued
taking pictures, including works fom
acioss Easter Euope, but much of it
was published posthumously

ExpaNDING CAMPUS UNIVERSITIES
Fench Minister for Higher Education
and Reseah \Valérie Péaesse
announced on October 30 additional
funding for universities that wele not
selected for "Operation Campus" —
an initiative that will promote academ
ic communities in Fench universities
similar to those of many American cel
leges. Universities in Bdeaux,
Grenoble, lyon, Montpellier,
Strasbourg and Bulouse wek selected
in May to receive 5 billion euos to pro-
mote scientific eseach, campus life,
and university identity The measue
benefited 19 universities, altogether
comprising 340,000 students and
13,000 published ieseachers. An
additional 170 million euros will now
be allocated to higher education fac
ties that the Ministry considers "inne
vative" and "promising." Aiding aca
demic budgets, these new funds wil
also pomote more public-private part
nerships and stategional contracts.
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This will be the last edition of

News Fom Fance for 2008 Europe in America
Please look farad to receiving

next \eais first edition in

Febuary.

L’ équipe de &vs Fom Fance
vous souhaite de bonnes fétes
fin dannée etous pésente ses
meilleurs eeux.

"The Back Bes" will pgorm on Dec.
17. The goup takes its namerfn the
title of a Rissian gypsy tune popuiatiz
by Django Rinhadt in the '30s.tk the
pefect name for aréhch sextet that
plays theirwon \ariety and melding of
Gypsy ant¥iddish music, with a nod to
Manouche (orench Gpsy) jazz. ble
info atwwwHouseoffanceDC.org
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